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one is the uninterruptedly progressing man, and in him his con-
tinuously growing reason, which being founded on knowledge
can tame nature and make its forces serve the purpose of man,"
In a revolution the principle of reason must organize the popular
element. But in Gorky's understanding the principle of reason was
represented in Russia by a weak and timid intelligentsia, while the
popular element was uncivilized and even barbarian, and at times
he vacillated between the two, finally nevertheless showing prefer-
ence for the popular element. To bridge the gap between these two
forces and to prevent a conflict between them was the principal aim
of that school on the island of Capri to which Gorky gave his per-
sonal and financial support. In this work his closest collaborator
was the Social Democrat Bolshevik, Bogdanov, who unfolded a
complete theory of forming a new science and art, which would
have the proletariat as its bearer. This class should be given an
"integral education forcefully shaping their will and mentality.'*
In opposition to the bourgeois individualism, the new proletarian
culture had to be built up on the principle of cooperation, having
as its ultimate aim a complete reconstruction of the life of all hu-
manity. This aim could be reached with the help of a new "uni-
versal science of organization." As a tool for the organization of
the masses, art was deemed to be even more powerful than science,
because the language of images had a stronger appeal and could
be more easily understood.
Another important manifestation, quite new to the history of
Russian literature and closely associated with Gorky's activities,
was the appearance of a host of writers springing from the peasant
and working classes. Of course there were precedents for this when
Pushkin and Belinsky condescendingly acclaimed the poetry of
Skpushkin, a peasant, and Belinsky admired the genius of Koltsov.
Spin don Drozhzhin, the patriarch of a later generation of peasant
poets, was born in 1848 and remained to the end true to his class.
The jubilee of his literary activities was celebrated in 1923. L Z.
Surikov (1841^80), another pioneer of peasant poetry, was less
successful in his work, though a group of writers springing from
the people assembled around him and after his death organized a
society bearing his name. But absorption by the lower urban bour-
geoisie, through which they lost connection with their own ele-